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VICE GOVERNOR GIIMORE 


Vice Governor Gilmore has decided to remain, Not a great deal 
has been said about it, Which, perhaps, it being taken for granted 
that he would remain, is natural. A truer measure of popular feel- 
ing would have been evoked by his decision to resign. ‘That would 
have been regarded as little less than a calamity and press and 
public would have vociferously said so, 


However, let us feel thankful that Viee Governor Gilmore stays. 
The country needs him, Nor, in face of the very general recommenda-= 
tion, Filipino as well as American, that he even be appointed governar= 
general, and the many expressions of satisfaction that have reached 
him privately in regard to his remaining, could he well have done 
otherwise. Justifiable as resignation might have been on personal 
grounds, yet it would have been almost tantamount to a betrayal of 
the best interests of the country and have shown a lack of apprecia~ 
tion of the sympathy and support accorded him, 


Admittedly, Vice Governor Gilmore has been given a "rew deal", 
What lies behind it probably only a few know. In his place a smaller 
man would have resigned; he has shown himself of more heroic caliber, 
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MR. GILMORE 


Without blare of trum- 
pets the Philippines lost a 
chief executive on Monday 
morning. In his usual 
quiet and. unostentatious 
manner, Vice Governor 
Gilmore stepped from the 
spotlight of the stage -to 
the comparative obscurity 
of his permanent post as 
vice governor. 

But it would be unjust 
to the record of a capable 
executive to permit his re- 
linquishment of the direc- 
tion of administrative af- 
fairs to pass without com- 
ment. Three times Mr. 
Gilmore has taken tempo- 
rary charge of the post of 
Governor General. Twice 
he has found himself fac- 
ing grave problems, once|| 
with the departure of}. 
General Wood on the trip 
which was to end with his]. 
death, and again with the 
sudden withdrawal of || 
Colonel Stimson. 

On each occasion there 
were squalling babies to be} 
quieted, the heritage of 
prior mistakes. Mr. Gil- 
more did not dodge his 


“problems. He did not pass 
‘the buck. He settled down 


to the prosaic and unpo- 
pular job of straightening 
out a mess. And he suc- 
ceeded. 

Eugene A. Gilmore de- 
serves the gratitude of|f 
his own people and of the| 
people of these Islands. It} 
is most earnestly to be 
desired. that he shall re- 
main as a co-worker with 
the new Governor Gene- 
ral. We realize that such 
a, decision might well 
mean a personal sacrifice. 
But we have come to ex- 
pect sacrifices of Mr. 
Gilmore. It is measure of 
the public esteem in which 
he is held by every element 
of the community. 
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Editorial Comments—Philippine Newspapers 


NOT PHILIPPINE SCHOOLED 


MANILA DatLy BULLETIN, May 17, 1929.—The general disappointment 
manifest in Manila as result of the press announcement that the Philippine governor- 
generalship definitely had been offered to Dwight F. Davis, former Secretary of 
War, is accounted for by the overwhelming sentiment throughout the Islands in 
favor of the permanent appointment of Eugene A. Gilmore. The disappointment 
concerns itself little with any analysis of the political record of Mr. Davis. 

Mr. Davis is not known here. Mr. Gilmore is. Mr. Davis has not the 
earned confidence of the peoples resident of the Philippines. Mr. Gilmore has. 
Mr. Davis does not know the Philippines. Mr. Gilmore does. 

It is not that there is any indictment against Mr. Davis. He simply is not 
Philippine schooled, and Mr. Gilmore is. 

The announcement that Mr. Davis had received a definite tender of the ap- 
pointment, together with the further statement that he had not decided whether 
to accept it, caused general speculation. Such a political move is open to general 
speculation, one person’s theory being about as good as another’s. 

An announcement of the offer of an important appointment when acceptance 
is uncertain is most unusual. Always there is political speculation, usually press 
speculation, but open announcement from official sources ordinarily is withheld 
for reasons readily apparent. This angle of the situation suggests doubt as to 
whether acceptance is expected, as to whether the move is not merely a compli- 
mentary gesture in recognition of service rendered in public office or in political 
organization. 

As a member of the Coolidge cabinet, Mr. Davis earned a standing. In 
fact, before he was War Secretary he earned a standing through his work, particu- 
larly in connection with the General Mitchell case, such a standing that he was 
promoted from assistant secretary to secretary of the department. 

He had earned a political standing long before that, a standing as a power 
in Missouri politics and the politics of the general Middle West. His standing 
was such that he could not be ignored. Which is to say that he was in line for 


prominent appointment—or at least a gesture in that direction. 
386-29—0.W. 
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Intentionally or unintentionally the White House announcement, made when 
acceptance still was problematical, invites a summarization of the reaction here. 
That invitation comes at a crucial time, if acceptance hangs on any such considera- 
tions as sentiment in the Philippines. 

While he is not professionally a military man, the fact that Mr. Davis would 
step from the War Department to the Philippine post argues against him so far as 
sentiment here is concerned. Just as the general feeling is strongly hostile to a 
political appointment, so is it opposed to an appointment with any military or 
War Department connections. This is the definite prevailing sentiment despite the 
fact that a combination of circumstances placed and left the Philippines under 
the War. Department. 

Malacafiang needs a Governor-General whose recommendations are inde- 
pendent of political party considerations, independent of army considerations, inde- 
pendent of personal considerations. 

The office calls for a demonstrated fitness. And demonstrated fitness includes 
established mutual confidence. For this reason any appointment which disregards 
the local sentiment violates the principle which is the basis of and background for 
the development of autonomous government. 


THE NEW GOVERNOR 
THE MANILA Times, May /6, 1929—-When Washington authorities named 


as Governor-General, Henry L. Stimson, there was the justification that an un- 
fortunate political situation existed in the Philippines. The naming of an illus- 
trious American whose reputation would be a guarantee both to Americans and 
Filipinos that real interest was being taken in the Philippine problem, was perhaps 
a wise step. 

That decision was accepted with equanimity by the growing body of Amer- 
icans and Filipinos here who have urged a continuity of policy in the Philippines. 
Little complaint was heard that the old-time Republican policy of naming to the 
post at Malacamang the man whose experience as Vice-Governor had prepared 
him for the post, being disregarded. ‘The emergency was such that previous 
policy might well be suspended, despite the qualifications of Vice-Governor 
Gilmore. 

386-29—O.W. 
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Similar argument cannot be advanced today. The passing over of Vice- 
Governor Gilmore by President’ Hoover is one of the most discouraging facts 
the Philippines have ever confronted. 

It indicates a new policy in Washington, that the post here may be considered 
a plum of politics hereafter. That such an impression should gain currency, is 
all the more disheartening when it is remembered that the incumbent of the White 
House enjoys the reputation of being an efficiency expert, and not-a politician. 


Now it may well be that President Hoover has considered the Philippine 
question as divorced from politics. It may well be that he does not know Mr. 
Gilmore and that he desires to have in Manila an executive of whose attainments 
and abilities he is sure, through personal knowledge. But in the world of business 
with which Mr. Hoover is so well acquainted, many an executive 1s named for 
his success in similar work. Such reasoning would point to the naming of only 
one man—our present Vice-Governor. It would not justify the appointment of 
an individual who knew the Philippines only from the few scant facts available 
to him during his service in the War Department. 


The President has made a serious mistake. He has gone counter to an 
established tradition of his party and he has laid the ground for future treatment 
of the Philippine post as a happy hunting ground for political jobseekers. He has 
levelled Republican Party practice here, to the same standard which the Demo- 
cratic apply. He has done his party, his country and the Philippines an ill turn. 


We can, however, be thankful that the nominee for Malacafiang is an upright 
and distinguished American. We may be sure that Mr. Davis will, if he accepts 
the post, continue the high traditions of his predecessors. There need be no fear 
of a letdown of American prestige. Adequate ability and intelligent handling 
of a complicated problem are assured. 


But that is not the point at issue. The appointment of Mr. Davis, however 
laudable it may be, means that the United States has definitely abandoned the 
policy of previous years. It is discouraging news for those of us who, for many 
years, have preached the necessity of building up here the traditions of experienced 
and continuous American colonial policy. It serves notice on future appointees 
to the post of Vice-Governor that they are to be considered purely as “heads of 
the department of public instruction,” not as potential timber for Malacafang. 
It must necessarily lower the quality of men who will accept the appointment. 

386-29—O.W. 
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THE DAVIS APPOINTMENT 


THE TRIBUNE, May 17, 1929.—At this writing, ex-Secretary of War 
Dwight F. Davis is considering the offer of the White House to become Governor- 
General of the Philippine Islands. If he accepts the appointment, a man of high 
qualifications will become chief executive here. The post, from which great 
Americans have graduated to national leadership in the metropolis, will be held 
thus by one whose prestige is a warrant that the American administration of Phil- 
ippine affairs is placed in capable hands. 

Yet, from one point of view, the impending appointment of Mr. Davis is 
received with disappointment here. The thought cannot be quieted that politics 
has been the prime consideration in his choice. It has always been evident that 
Washington regards the administration of the Philippines as an issue above poli- 
tical considerations. It now develops that the Hoover régime, inaugurating so 
many changes in defiance of political practices, has chosen in this case of appoint- 
ing a new chief executive here to play orthodox politics, and play havoc with a 
high American tradition with respect to the governorship of these Islands. 

It is true, of course, that he had something to do with the problems of the 
Filipinos as Secretary of War. But that alone is no basis for a seeming willing- 
ness to mix political patronage with presidential appointments to posts in these 
Islands. 

There is the consolation, as very aptly pointed out by Senate President 
Quezon, that Davis should be committed to the Stimson policies on the powers 
of the Filipinos in the Government under the Jones Act. These policies were put 
into effect with Mr. Davis as Secretary of War, and, thus, as the cabinet member 
sponsoring them. He cannot now with good grace frown upon these policies with- 
out inviting the charge of inconsistency. 

Also, this, by way of a compensation: it is about time that the Washington 
Government says who is to be the Governor-General here. Routine matters are, 
to be sure, handled well in the Insular Government. But it is obviously a nec- 
essity that there be, for instance, a clear definition of policies anent the govern- 
ment-owned corporations, just to cite one example of a vital question that awaits 
the coming of the next Malacafiang incumbent. 

This country, it would seem, must make the best out of a bargain which may 


yet turn wholly satisfactory. 
886-29—0.W. 
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A MATTER OF SERVICE 


ManliLa DaiLty BULLETIN, May 2/, 1929.—The same sentiment which 
was favorable to the appointment of Eugene A. Gilmore as Governor-General 
favors his continuing in office as Vice-Governor now that another man has been 
named Governor-General. That is the prevailing sentiment in the Philippines. 

The reasons supporting the sentiment favoring Mr. Gilmore’s continuing here 
are the same as those favoring his appointment to the governorship. He has 
knowledge and training that are valuable to the office. Now that a man without 
Philippine training has been selected for the governorship the assistance of a 
trained assistant becomes all the more important. 

The whole weight of sound argument is on the side of making the Vice- 
Governor more than a mere cabinet member and a standby waiting to sit in when 
the Governor’s chair is vacant. With a program of permanency in administra- 
tion, continuity of policy and personnel, the Vice-Governor should have a pro- 
minent place in the administration. Mr. Gilmore has a schooling which should 
not be permitted to go to waste. 

The office of Vice-Governor is not one to be sought after, not worth clinging 
to for what it is. Mr. Gilmore could not be expected to hang to it as if it were 
a prize. It is in no sense a prize. But there is an opportunity for him to render 
a service, a service which he alone is prepared to render. 

That is the consideration behind the request that he stay. He is needed. 


HE IS NEEDED HERE 


THE TRIBUNE, May 28, 1929.—There is every reason for believing that 
Vice-Governor Gilmore will be guided by a high sense of duty, and accept the 
offer of President Hoover that he continue holding here the post of Vice-Gov- 
ernor-General. When a few months ago he acquiesced to the plea of former 
Governor Stimson to continue further in that post, he acted guided by that duty. 
The conditions which then dictated that action are the same conditions that should 
lead at present to the same decision. 

Vice-Governor Gilmore has served this country these many years in a man- 
ner granted by all to be exceptional. On three different occasions he has served 

386-29—0.W. 


6 


as Acting Governor-General, also in a manner unanimously adjudged superlative. 
The demand that he stay here, that he continue holding the post of Vice-Goy- 
ernor and Secretary of the Department of Public Instruction, is subscribed to by 
the Filipinos and all the alien communities in the country. 

It is not so much that that is a great tribute to him as it is a sign of the nec- 
essity of his remaining here that, to our mind, will make him decide to be still 
identified with the Philippine Government and the affairs of the Filipino people. 


————_- ea 


GILMORE’S OFFICE 
ManliLa DaiLy BULLETIN, May 30, 1929.—When people think of Eugene 


A. Gilmore as continuing in the Government service here they think of him not 
as Secretary of Public Instruction but as Vice-Governor, not as a cabinet member 
but as an adviser and assistant to the Governor-General. 

That is particularly true in light of the fact that a new Governor-General 
soon will arrive virtually a stranger to the Philippines and to the people of the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Gilmore’s services are sought by educational institutions in the United 
States, where his educational record gives him recognition. A continuation of 
his services is sought here, where his executive record gives him general recogni- 
tion and a high recommendation. He is wanted here because of his intimate knowl- 
edge of the important problems of state. 

The post of Secretary of Public Instruction, with the departments of health 
and education under it, is important, and Mr. Gilmore’s directing counsel is needed 
in the carrying out of the program under way, but of greater significance to the 
Government here is his help in the broader problems of administration. 

He can render a service which no other person is qualified by training to 
render. That is the explanation of the insistence that he stay, attractive offers 


in the United States notwithstanding. 
886-29—O.W. 
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